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Film Producer impressed with Aruba Film Festival 


Aruba has the infrastructure, 
we attract international media 
and our island is beautiful with 
extremely hospitable people to 
offer the cinematographic in¬ 
dustry. 

In was in this context that a 
meeting was arranged with 
Richard and Patricia Rionda of 
Hannibal Pictures of Los An¬ 
geles. Richard and Patricia re¬ 
cently chose Aruba for their 


New Years vacation. 

The world renowned film 
producers, with an impressive 
international track record in 
the film industry are personal 
friends of Minister Richard 
Visser. Visser invited the cou¬ 
ple to meet his colleague, Min¬ 
ister of Tourism, Otmar 
Oduber. 

Continued on page 3 



$5 OFF 

adult general admission 


\ BUY ONE ADULT TICKET, 
AT FULL PRICE, 

- RECEIVE 2nd ONE, 

: AT $5.00 OFF 

S Not valid for special events 



Richard and Patricia Rionda with Ministers Visser andOduber and Jonathan Vieira 


“Warning!” 

Disposal of old number plates 


ORANJESTAD - The Aruba 
Police Force want to advise 
the Aruban community to 
properly get rid of all old 
numberplates. Subjects must 
make sure that after replacing 
the old number plate, they do 
not fall into the hands of the 
wrong people. 

The old number plates can 
still be used for at least three 
months or even used on a car 
to commit a theft or a holdup. 
This can have very bad con¬ 
sequences for the owner of 
the number plate. 

The Aruba Police Force 


recommends everyone to date for old number plates 
keep the old number plate in will be announced thru all the 
a safe place and to dispose of media at a later date 
it afterwards. The expiration 
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* Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


^o^ra/7cJsy Stone, at 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - ll AM 


Le Petit Cafe 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried « scrambled or poached) 
with bacon, and link sausage, 
potatoes , toast and coffee or tea . 


Carly B,Yd Special 
Le Petit (a*fe 


Ltone Cfri£t ftestawanf £ Bat every Day Jroa* 5-7 -pa* 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


nest Valid udth csthet pro/*i&£oticd ofiferS oh coupons 


AH served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
14 Phis 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons , 


TUESDAY AND FRIDAY: LIVE MUSIC 


New Venezuela Congress Chemical plant blaze at Moerdijk 
may check Chavez sparks Dutch alert 



CARACAS, Venezuela (AFP) 
- Opposition lawmakers took 
up 40 percent of seats in a new 
Venezuelan National Assem¬ 
bly yesterday, ending five 
years of almost unopposed rule 
by supporters of leftist Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez. 

They faced tough battles 
after Chavez countered the loss 
of his supermajority in elec¬ 
tions last September by taking 
on special decree powers and 
seeking to rein in dissent. 

Tensions between the two 
blocks appeared from the start 
of the session in the polarized 
nation, marked by shouting 
and applause from both sides. 

"They will not return!" 
shouted pro-Chavez lawmak¬ 
ers, to which some opposition 
lawmakers said they had bad 
news for them — they had re¬ 
turned. 

But a raft of new laws 
pushed through last month by 
the then mainly pro-Chavez 
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assembly were decried as a 
"coup d'etat" by opposition 
politicians in the oil-rich South 
American nation. 

Internet content and broad¬ 
cast media freedoms have been 
restricted, lawmakers who 
switch parties face punish¬ 
ment, and the president is enti¬ 
tled to rule by decree for the 
next 18 months. 

This takes Chavez through 
to 2012, when the 56-year-old 
former military officer will 
once again seek re-election. 

Chavez supporters still hold 
98 seats in the assembly com¬ 
pared with 67 for the opposi¬ 
tion, but the newly seated 
legislature opens up the politi¬ 
cal landscape. 

Opposition parties boy¬ 
cotted 2005 elections, leading 
to five years of almost uncon¬ 
tested rule by Chavez support¬ 
ers. 

After singing the national 
anthem the lawmakers yester¬ 
day named Fernando Soto 
Rojas, a 77-year-old former 
guerrilla from Chavez's United 
Socialist Party (PSUV) as as¬ 
sembly president. 

While Chavez supporters 
vowed to push on with the so¬ 
cialist projects of the populist 
president, the opposition in¬ 
sisted its support was increas¬ 
ing. 

"You say you have the ma¬ 
jority, but only here (in the as¬ 
sembly), not in the street," said 
opposition deputy Alfonso 
Marquina. 

Opposition and red-clad 
Chavez supporters demon¬ 
strated outside in support of 
their representation in the as¬ 
sembly. 

Chavez late Tuesday called 
for the parliamentary process 
to proceed unfettered. 

People must respect all leg¬ 
islators because they were 
elected, but the lawmakers 
must follow the rules because 
otherwise this would be war," 
he said. 


ROTTERDAM, The Nether¬ 
lands — Southern areas of the 
Netherlands are on the top 
state of alert after a blaze at a 
chemical plant near Rotterdam 
sent out a thick plume of 
smoke. 

The cloud from the fire at 
Moerdijk was floating north 
and had reached the city of 
Dordrecht, Dutch media said. 

Some 400,000 liters of car¬ 
cinogenic material are stored at 
the Chemie-Pack plant. 

There were no reports of 
casualties and officials said it 
was unclear if toxic fumes had 
been released. 

The flames were said to be 
up to 40m (131ft) high and 
there were reports of repeated, 
loud explosions. 

Residents in Dordrecht 
were warned to keep windows 
and doors shut. 

Sarah Raymond, a BBC 
News website reader who lives 
in Dordrecht, said people in 
the area were frightened as 
they were unsure about any 
potential risks to their health. 

"It is quite scary. The sky is 
thick with black smoke and we 


LES ABYMES, Guadaloupe - 
At least four people have died 
after torrential rains on the 
French Caribbean island of 
Guadeloupe. 

Authorities say that those 
who died were killed in Les 
Abymes, north of the capital, 
Pointe-a-Pitre. 

Some 20cm (7.9in) of rain 
have fallen across parts of the 
island over the last two days. 

A French government 
spokesman said that President 
Nicolas Sarkozy had expressed 
"solidarity" with the victims' 
families. 

AFP reports that the four 
who died were killed when the 
off-road vehicle they were 


still don't know if it is toxic or 
not. 

"There is a very unpleasant, 
chemical smell in the air. I 
could see the chemical site 
from my window at work this 
afternoon across the water and 
I only live two miles from 
there. But we have not been 
given any information from 
the authorities and there is no 
number to call to find out 
more. It is frightening." 

The Dutch government set 
up a co-ordination center for 
emergency services and south¬ 


travelling in was swept away 
as the driver attempted to cross 
a flooded bridge. 


ern areas of the province of 
South Holland were placed on 
their highest state of alert. 

Chemie-Pack, which is 
about 40km (25 miles) south 
of the port of Rotterdam, 
processes and packs products 
for the chemical industry, the 
company says on its website. 

All 50 Chemie-Pack staff 
were safe, according to local 
officials. 

A Shell refinery in the Mo¬ 
erdijk industrial zone was not 
affected by the fire, a 
spokesman said. 


A fifth person is reported to 
be missing after the heavy 
rains 


Several die in Guadeloupe floods after 
torrential rains 
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NaturarPool Tour 


Rancho Daimari 



"THE BEST HORSEBACK RIDING IN ARUBA” 


Andicuri Tour 


THE ONLY RANCH 
IN ARUBA OFFERING 
TOURS TO THE 
NATURAL POOL 

'Ptc&ctfe ‘p’Kwt 'facet 'r&oteC 




Lighthouse Tour 
or Natural Pool tour 


$ &&.00 per driver 
1 02.00 per couple 

one driver + passancier 


Call Direct for a $ 3 Discount 


fOR RESERVATIONS CALL US AT S86-6284 / 586-6285 TAX 586-6280 EMAIL: arabaranchodaimari@hotmail.conr 


Film Producer impressed with Aruba Minister Donner visits former 
Film Festival Netherlands Antilles 


Continued from page 1 



Kevin Spacey den pelicula Casino Jack 



Together with 
our tourism ad¬ 
visers and the 
producers of 
the Aruba Film 
Festival they 
met to discuss 
how they could 
work together. 

Richard Ri- 
onda has pro¬ 
duced for the 
American as 
well as interna¬ 
tional markets, 
such as “The 
Big Bang,” and 
Richard Rionda & Antonio Banderas “Casino Jack.” 



Surround yourself by 
nature, privacy, security, 
and utmost relaxation, in an 
Exclusive development, 
consisting of only 5 
Colonial-style Aruban- 
homes: "Vacation Casita’s". 

Each 1-bedroom casita comes fully furnished with high-end 
furnitures, including flat-screen tv, airconditioning, and 
European-style bathroom fixtures. 

Each casita is located on a property-land of 550m2, and 
includes the 1/5 ownership of the fresh-water pool, and gazebo, 
for total ownership of 1.000m2 property-land. 

The project is fully landscaped, with parking-facility. 

US$ 215,000, including a voucher of US$ 10,000 at 
Berloni Kitchens. Price is inclusive transfer taxes, and 
Notary fees. Ready to move-in! 


For an appointment please call: 733-2522 




Dutch Minister J.P.H. Donner 


He has worked with fa¬ 
mous artists like Antonio 
Banderas, Robert Dinero, A1 
Pacciono, 50 cents, Bruce 
Willis and Kevin Spacey, just 
to mention a few. 

Rionda finances his own 
films and later sells them to 
renowned agencies who 
distribute these internation¬ 
ally. 

Riona fell in love with 
Aruba and has expressed an 
interest in helping Aruba with 
her next Film Festival to 
make this event even more 
successful. He was impressed 
with the success of our first 
Festival which was graced 
with the presence of the illus¬ 
trious Richard Gere. 

Both ministers were 
pleased to have had this en¬ 
counter with the Rionas and 
hopes that our friendship 
with others in the film indus¬ 
try in Los Angeles will en¬ 
able us to attract more artists 
of this caliber and more new 
films to choose for the Aruba 
Film Festival as the venue to 
launch their new films. 


ORANJESTAD - Dutch Min¬ 
ister J.P.H. Donner for the In¬ 
terior and Kingdom Relations 
will commence a visit to the 
six former Antillian islands 
today. The purpose of the visit 
is to familiarize with the vari¬ 
ous islands. 

Besides the three countries, 
St. Maarten, Aruba and Cura¬ 
cao, Minister Donner will visit 
the three public entities of 
Saba, St. Eustatius and 
Bonaire. Donner is the first 
Minister to visit the Caribbean 
Netherlands after the constitu¬ 
tional restructuring of 10-10- 


10. 

Minister Donner is sche¬ 
duled to arrive in Saba today, 
January 6th, will visit St. Eu¬ 
statius tomorrow, January 7th 
continuing on to Bonaire on 
Monday, January 10th. 

Afterwards he will visit the 
three other autonomous islands 
within the Dutch Kingdom, 
Aruba Curagao and St. 
Maarten. 

The Minister and his dele¬ 
gation returns to the Nether¬ 
lands on Thursday January 
13 th from Curagao. 


Agreement reached on new Afghan police 
training mission 


THE HAGUE, The Nether¬ 
lands — Ministers will discuss 
plans to send a police training 
mission to Afghanistan tomor¬ 
row, the first cabinet meeting 
of the New Year, it was re¬ 


ports. 

Ministers will discuss a 
training mission involving 350 
people, which will be largely 
based in the northern province 
of Kondoz. It bases its claims 


on sources in The Hague. 

The minority cabinet, made 
up of the VVD and CDA, sup¬ 
ports sending a small mission 
to help train police and mili¬ 
tary officers. 


Boney M's Farrell died of heart disease 

THE HAGUE, The Netherlands — Boney M mem¬ 
ber Bobby Farrell’s recent death was due to heart 
disease, Russian officials have announced. 

Farrell, 61, was discovered dead in his St. Pe¬ 
tersburg hotel room on Dec. 30, after he failed to 
respond to a wake-up call. 

"It was not a suspicious death. Heart disease 
was the cause,” Sergei Kapitanov, a representative 
of St. Petersburg's branch of Russia's Investigative 
Committee, said yeterday, nearly a week after the 
vocalist and dancer's body was found by hotel 
staffers. 

The death is not being pursued as a criminal 
matter, he added. 

According to his agent, John Seine, Farrell had 
recently complained of breathing problems. 
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Take time to get M l^lkV 

acquainted with 



There is a particularly lovely 
beach on Aruba with a gor¬ 
geous vista right near the air¬ 
port, known always as 
Surfside; for some time now 
the building adjacent to it has 
gone through a string of own¬ 
ers seeking an appropriate 
identity for this special place, 
and it looks like it has finally 
found it with the opening of 
the Nikky Beach Club Aruba. 

Our investigative team from 
THE MORNING NEWS went 
down to have a look at this lat¬ 
est venture, and we found just 
the kind of authentically tran¬ 
quil, Caribbean ambiance vaca¬ 
tioners seek when visiting 


Aruba. New owner Hans and 
his GM Paul have completely 
renovated and redesigned the 
venue to fully showcase this 
charming location while pro¬ 
viding a very reasonably priced 
menu and bar. 

November is the month to 
get acquainted with Nikky 
Beach as they are offering an 
introductory dinner special of 
only $15 for a three-course 
meal or a different Entree de 
Jour each day of the week for 
only $10. This is available 
from 5:00 to 9:30 p.m., so you 
can finish up an afternoon 
spent on the beach, catch a 
meal after a dive with the ad¬ 


jacent SCUBA shop, or savor 
your supper along with one of 
the most spectacular locations 
to watch our amazing Aruban 
sunsets. 

Jan and Paul have dubbed 
Sunday’s at Nikky Beach 
“Rehab Day,” when they pro¬ 
vide a particularly pleasant 
ambiance with popular local 
and international DJ’s from 
noon on and $3 Mimosas all 
day long. During the tradi¬ 
tional Happy Hour time slot, 
they feature live music with 
top local groups specializing in 
the soft sound of the islands. 

Some extremely interesting 
items on the menu captured 



our interest along with very 
moderate prices; aside from 
the November special you can 
expect an a la carte tab that 
will add to your enjoyment. 
Their chef offers an extensive 
fusion selection that reveals 
expertise in several notable 
cuisines; a nice variety that 
will please everyone’s mood. 
For lunch and snacking you 
find a varied choice of classic 
salads, favorite local treats, 
pastas and gourmet sand¬ 
wiches. Kitchen is open from 
10:00 am. to 10:00 p.m. ser¬ 
ving breakfast, lunch and din¬ 
ner. 

One last interesting tidbit: 
Paul explained they offer a cus¬ 
tomized Departure Day Pack¬ 
age that allows vacationer to 
stow their luggage, enjoy all 
their amenities, choose a meal, 


drinks or both and they will 
personally guarantee getting 
you to the airport in plenty of 
time for the flight. Changing 
rooms and showers let you 
swim and beach it until depar¬ 
ture time and you can linger 
without rushing, as the airport 
is only 2 minutes away; no 
worries about fighting traffic 
or delays. “Why should you 
end your stay on a hurried and 
harried note?” asks Paul. “You 
can join us for the day and 
keep that relaxed island am¬ 
biance up to the last minute; it 
doesn’t have to end at check 
out.” The package requires 
reservations, which can be 
made by calling 582-0153 or 
contact them through their 
website: www.nickybeach 

aruba.com. 


Archbishop, procession for William and Kate’s wedding 



LONDON, England (AFP) - 
Prince William and his fi¬ 
ancee Kate Middleton yester¬ 
day released hotly-antici¬ 
pated details about their April 
29 wedding, including that 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
will marry them. 

Clarence House, the 
prince's office, also an¬ 
nounced that the newlyweds 
will make a procession by 
horse-drawn carriage to 


Buckingham 
Palace for a pri¬ 
vate reception 
hosted by Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

"Prince 
William and 
Miss Catherine 
Middleton have 
made more deci¬ 
sions on their 
upcoming wed¬ 
ding," Clarence 
House said in a 
statement, 
which was first 
released in a se¬ 
ries of messages 
on Twitter. 

Middleton 
will travel to the 
service at West¬ 
minster Abbey by car through 
some of London's most his¬ 
toric sites including The 
Mall, Horse Guards Parade, 
Whitehall and Parliament 
Square, it said. The service 
will start at 11:00 am (1000 
GMT). 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams, the head of 
the Church of England and 
leader of the world's Angli¬ 
cans, will marry the couple. 


The Bishop of London, 
Richard Chartres, will give 
the address. 

The Dean of Westminster, 
John Hall, the abbey's senior 
cleric, will conduct the serv¬ 
ice. 

After tying the knot, 
William and his bride will 
proceed by horse-drawn car¬ 
riage from the abbey to 
Buckingham Palace where 
the queen will host a private 
reception, Clarence House 
said. 

William's father Prince 
Charles, the heir to the 
throne, will host a private 
dinner in the evening "fol¬ 
lowed by dancing", it added. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury's Lam¬ 
beth Palace office. 

Other details including 
who will make Middleton's 
dress and where the couple 
will spend their honeymoon 
are yet to be released. 

The wedding is the biggest 
royal event in Britain since 
William's parents Charles and 
the then-Lady Diana Spencer 
married in 1981 at St Paul's 
Cathedral. 


William and Kate, both 
28, announced their engage¬ 
ment on November 16 after 
an on-off, eight-year court¬ 
ship that began at St An¬ 
drews University in Scot¬ 
land. 

The prince, second in line 
to the throne and the 
supreme governorship of the 
Church of England, gave 
Middleton the priceless dia¬ 
mond and sapphire engage¬ 
ment ring belonging to 
princess Diana, who died in 
a car crash in Paris in 1997. 

There have been security 
concerns about the cere¬ 
mony after Charles and his 
second wife Camilla were 
attacked in their car by stu¬ 
dent protesters during riots 
against a rise in university 
tuition fees in December. 

Prime Minister David 
Cameron said earlier yester¬ 
day, however, that the wed¬ 
ding was one of a series of 
major events in 2011 and 
2012 that would "see the eyes 
of the world focused on 
Britain as never before." 

"A royal wedding, her 
majesty's diamond jubilee 
and of course the London 



Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams 


Olympic and Paralympic 
Games offer us a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity, not just 
for national pride and cele¬ 
bration, but also to promote 
this country as the perfect 
tourist destination," he said as 
he announced a new tourism 
drive. 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 



• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 


Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 



our Island... 
f~f/our Lifestyle... 
^/our Home.. 




are to 





STANDING INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY! 

Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 
Full resort facilities and services 

Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 

Vacation rental program 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-m ail: rental s@g old coasta ru ba. com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldeoastaruba.com 


We Invite You To Visit Our 
Model Villa A Tbwn Home 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am -6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 


Christmas is the season for giving 

Crown Electronics & Furniture donates to Methodist Christ Chuoh for 

Meals on Wheels foundation, thanks to its Face Book fans 




Meals on Wheels is an organization which exists for 48 years already. Their goal is to help those in 
need. Their aim is to offer a hot meal to the less fortunate twice a week. They run on donations, 
which sometimes can become difficult for the foundation to keep open, but members have fought 
for all these years to keep the Meals on Wheels running. 

Crown Electronics & Furniture, always ready to help the Aruban community, decided to help 
the charity with this beautiful gesture. During the holiday season, Facebook social networkers could 
visit the FB page of Crown Electronics and “Become a Fan” with a simple click of the mouse. This 
automatically connected them to the San Nicolas foundation “Meals on Wheels.” For every person 
who became a fan on their Facebook page, the establishment donated Afls 1 to Meals on Wheels. 

The amount collected: The nice sum of Afl. 8,648. 

Mrs. Diana King, the person in charge of the daily operations of the foundation, received the 
check from Crown & Electronics & Furniture executive Alex Cybul. 

Now the foundation can continue with their good work. Their distributions go according to a 
list of persons in need and also by petition of the Department of Social Affairs. The foundation has 
a very big kitchen in the back of the church completely equipped for cooking large meals. After¬ 
wards with the help of volunteers the meals are delivered by a van. 

Crown electronics & Furniture and Meals on Wheels extend their gratitude towards the Aruban 
community for their contribution to this beautiful cause 
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’Bad’ science still rampant in US 
justice system 



Cornelius Dupree Jr., center, raises his hands in celebra¬ 
tion with his lawyer Nina Morrison, left, and attorney Barry 
Scheck in Dallas 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
story of an American man 
cleared of a rape and robbery 
conviction by DNA evidence 
after spending 30 years in jail 
made headlines across the 
world on Tuesday. 

But despite advances in 
science and technology, such 
exonerations are rare, and ex¬ 
perts say the US criminal jus¬ 
tice system remains riddled 
with problems that arise from 
outdated practices and, quite 
simply, bad science. 

Perhaps the worst offender 
is the police lineup. Research 
shows that 75 percent of all 
wrongful convictions that are 
later cleared by DNA evi¬ 
dence start with eyewitness 
mistakes. 


That was the case for Cor¬ 
nelius Dupree, who was fin¬ 
gered in 1979 by a rape 
victim who incorrectly 
picked him out of a photo 
array. 

Texas District Judge Don 
Adams on Tuesday declared 
Dupree, 51, ’’free to go” after 
serving more than 30 years 
behind bars. 

"Cornelius Dupree spent 
the prime of his life behind 
bars because of mistaken 
identification that probably 
would have been avoided if 
the best practices now used in 
Dallas had been employed,” 
said attorney Barry Scheck. 

”1 actually divide forensic 
science into two big camps,” 
said Michael Saks, law profes¬ 


sor at Arizona State Univer¬ 
sity. "There is the camp that is 
using real science that is bor¬ 
rowed from basic science, 
such as chemistry and DNA. 

"On the other hand you 
have got the kind of — well, 
my kindest word for it is al- 
most-science or wannabe sci¬ 
ence, and that includes 
handwriting, fingerprints, fire 
and arson investigation and 
forensic dentistry.” 

Arson science in particular 
has made waves lately in the 
criminal justice community, 
as Scheck and other legal ex¬ 
perts have attempted to use 
the case of an executed Texas 
man to showcase flaws in the 
death penalty. 

Several fire science ex¬ 
perts reviewed evidence in 
the case of Cameron Todd 
Willingham, who was put to 
death in 2004 for setting the 
house blaze that killed his 
three small daughters. The 
experts found no proof of 
arson. 

However, attempts to get 
the Texas governor to ac¬ 
knowledge mistakes may 
have been made, as well as a 
recent bid to have a Houston 
judge rule on whether the 
death penalty is unconstitu¬ 
tional because it leads to 
wrongful convictions, have 
been shut down by local au¬ 
thorities and courts. 

In all, just 266 people, a 
majority of them African- 
Americans, have been exon¬ 
erated by DNA evidence 
since 1989, according to the 
Innocence Project. 

"The number of people 
that are exonerated that we 
know about are tiny,” said 
University of Michigan pro¬ 
fessor Samuel Gross, adding 
that when crime evidence 
goes beyond the bounds of 
DNA, convictions become 
even harder to overturn. 

"The problem with arson 
cases is that if the defendant 
wasn't guilty it is not because 
someone else did it, it is be¬ 
cause there was no crime and 
that is a hard thing to prove in 
a lot of cases,” he said. 

And even when a bulk of 
evidence exists, pure science 
is rarely enough, according to 
Gail Jaspen, chief deputy di¬ 
rector of Virginia Department 
of Forensics. 

"Evidence by itself doesn't 
prove somebody's inno¬ 
cence,” said Jaspen. "Be¬ 
cause the (forensic science) 
department doesn't have the 
ability to exonerate anybody. 
Only the court or the gover¬ 
nor does.” 


Germany's terminally-ill 'Dr. 
Death* to put own body on show 



German so-called plastinator Gunther von Hagens 
poses with a preserved human arm at his "Plastinarium" 
workplace in Guben, eastern Germany in May. The Ger¬ 
man anatomist dubbed "Doctor Death", who has turned 
stomachs worldwide preserving and displaying dead 
bodies, says he is terminally ill and plans to exhibit his 
own corpse. Gunther von Hagens, 65, told the Bild mass 
circulation daily he is suffering from incurable Parkin¬ 
son's disease and intends to have his dead body put on 
display to "welcome" visitors to his exhibition. "My plas- 
tinated corpse will then stand in a welcoming pose at the 
entrance of my exhibition. I want to be able to welcome 
my guests even after I am dead." Hagens is no stranger 
to controversy. His latest wheeze was to offer preserved 
body parts for sale in a so-called "supermarket of death." 
In a process invented by Hagens, the body parts are 
skinned and preserved with a synthetic resin, laying bare 
the naked muscles, nerves and tendons underneath. 



Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 


TAStc of lnt>iA 


Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Genes predict hair 


colour, say 



PARIS (AFP) - Samples of 
DNA can give a high-proba¬ 
bility estimate of someone's 
hair colour, a finding that will 
be a boon for forensic scien¬ 
tists, according to a new 
study published on Tuesday. 

DNA taken from blood, 
sperm, saliva or skin cells can 
determine with more than 90- 
percent accuracy whether a 
person has red hair or black 
hair, and with an accuracy of 
more than 80 percent as to 
whether their hair is blond or 
brown, say its authors. 


scientists 

The technique, published 
in the European journal 
Human Genetics, can even 
differentiate between hair 
colours that are similar, such 
as red and reddish blond and 
blond and dark blond. 

"That we are now making 
it possible to predict different 
hair colours from DNA rep¬ 
resents a major breakthrough 
because, so far, only red hair 
colour, which is rare, could 
be estimated from DNA," 
said Manfred Kayser, a 
forensic molecular biology 
professor at Erasmus Medical 
Centre in Rotterdam in the 
Netherlands. 

The research is based on 
13 telltale signatures of DNA 
in 11 genes, which matched 
hair colours in hundreds of 
Europeans. It was based on 
hair on the head, and further 
research is needed to predict 
the colour of body hair. 

The scientists believe that 
a standardised DNA test for 
predicting hair colour could 
emerge in the near future, 
adding powerfully to the 
forensic toolkit. 


Japan eyes building its own 
GPS system 


TOKYO (AFP) - Japan is 
considering launching new 
satellites to establish its own 
global positioning system 
(GPS) in a bid to reduce its 
reliance on the US navigation 
network, officials said on 
Wednesday. 

In September, Japan 
launched a rocket carrying its 
first satellite intended to im¬ 
prove GPS systems widely 
used by Japanese motorists 
for navigation as well as by 
aviation and maritime opera¬ 
tors. 

The government's space 
development strategy head¬ 
quarters, headed by Prime 
Minister Naoto Kan, is now 
discussing plans to launch 
additional satellites, said an 


official. 

"There is a proposal that 
our country should secure its 
own GPS as it is now fully 
relying on the US system," 
the official said. 

"The new system may also 
open our opportunity for 
marketing GPS services to 
other Asian countries," he 
said, adding that the govern¬ 
ment plans to reach a final 
decision by August. 

The Yomiuri Shimbun 
daily reported on Wednesday 
that Japan had decided to 
launch six to seven new satel¬ 
lites to establish its own GPS 
system by 2014 and 2015 to 
cover the entire Asia-Pacific 
region. 
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4 CUSTOMER 
FAVORITES 


made with 100% Pure Aruha Aloe 



Island Remedy™ 
Intensive Facial 
Treatment 


Helps minimize skin blemishes, 
fine lines & wrinkles 



Desert Bloom™ 
Hand Lotion 

Moisturize & 
protect your hands 
with natural organic 
essential oils 



Aruba Aloe™ 
Pure Aloe Vera 
Skin Care Gel 

Helps to 
rejuvenate & 
energize dry 
skin 


Island Remedy™ 
Body Lotion 

Soothes and 
moisturizes 
skin that 
requires 
extra care 


Aruba Aloe Balm NV Pitastraat 115, Oranjestad 
T: 588 3222 www.ArubaAloe.comwww.facebook.com/arubaaloe 
Stores: Paseo Herencia, Renaissance Mall, Palm Beach Plaza, Hato Factory 




■ 

X RECEIVE 

$5 OFF 


*WITH YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $ 50 OR MORE 
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Health & Living 


TB patients face higher lung 
cancer risk: study 



disseminated tuberculosis, 
metastatic lung cancer 


TAIPEI,Taiwan (AFP) - 
Tuberculosis patients are 11 
times more likely than the av¬ 
erage to develop lung cancer, 
according to a new study pub¬ 
lished by a group of Taiwanese 
scientists. 

The researchers followed 
more than 700,000 randomly 
selected individuals over a pe¬ 
riod of six years, including 
4,480 diagnosed with tubercu¬ 
losis, they said in a statement. 

"The incidence of lung can¬ 
cer in these tuberculosis pa¬ 
tients was 11 times greater 


than people without tuberculo¬ 
sis," said one of the re¬ 
searchers, Chen Chih-yi, from 
China Medical University in 
the central Taiwan city of 
Taichung. 

"This study suggests that it 
is also important to watch out 
for lung cancer prevention in 
the campaign against tubercu¬ 
losis." 

The findings, published in 
the January issue of the Journal 
of Thoracic Oncology, support 
the notion of a link between tu¬ 
berculosis and lung cancer, 
which has so far been sus¬ 
pected but not definitively 
proved. 

"Tuberculosis is a very 
common chronic disease 
worldwide. People in develop¬ 
ing and undeveloped areas suf¬ 
fer from it mostly," said Chen. 

"It is well known that lung 
cancer is causally associated 
with smoking. Less attention 
has been focused on whether 
people with tuberculosis are 
also at higher risk of develop¬ 
ing lung cancer." 


Watch grandpa's gait for longevity 
clues: study 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
If you want to know how long 
grandpa is going to live, check 
his pace of walking. A report 
appearing in Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
found a strong correlation be¬ 
tween walking speed and ex¬ 
pected survival rates for 
persons over 65. 

The analysis from nine 
studies between 1986 and 
2000 showed faster walking 
speed among older adults was 
associated with increased 
length of survival. 

The average gait speed of 
the 34,485 participants was 
0.92 meters (three feet) per 
second. But analyzing results 
over periods from six to 21 
years, the University of Pitts¬ 
burgh researchers found the 
faster ones lived longer. 

"Walking requires energy, 
movement control, and support 
and places demands on multi¬ 
ple organ systems, including 
the heart, lungs, circulatory, 
nervous, and musculoskeletal 
systems," the researchers 
wrote. "Slowing gait may re¬ 
flect both damaged systems 
and a high energy cost of walk¬ 
ing." 



All studies had participants 
walk at their usual pace and 
from a standing start. The walk 
distance varied from eight feet 
(2.4 meters) to six meters (19 
feet). 

"Predicted years of remain¬ 
ing life for each sex and age in¬ 
creased as gait speed 
increased," the researchers 
said. 

"Gait speeds of 1.0 meter 
(3.3 feet) per second or higher 
consistently demonstrated sur¬ 
vival that was longer than ex¬ 
pected by age and sex alone. In 
this older adult population the 
relationship of gait speed with 
remaining years of life was 
consistent across age groups." 

The researchers found that 
gait speed was associated with 
differences in the probability 


of survival at all ages in both 
sexes, but was especially no¬ 
table after age 75. 

"Gait speed has potential to 
be implemented in practice, 
using a stop watch and a four- 
meter (13 feet) course.... 

Gait speed may be a simple 
and accessible indicator of the 
health of the older person." 

In an editorial accompany¬ 
ing the report, Matteo Cesari 
of the Universita Campus Bio- 
Medico, Rome, said that be¬ 
cause no evidence definitively 
supports the hypothesis that 
gait speed improvements are 
associated with better health- 
related outcomes, gait speed 
should not be considered as a 
primary target for interven¬ 
tions at present. 

"It represents a global 
marker of health status, and an 
optimal secondary and com¬ 
plementary outcome to support 
research findings, clinical de¬ 
cisions, or both aimed at mod¬ 
ifying more pragmatic end 
points," he wrote. 

"Future research will be 
needed to determine whether 
gait speed has the potential to 
change the way in which a pa¬ 
tient is defined as geriatric." 
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EVERY THURSDAY 

STARTING AT 530 ™ 

3 COURSE DINNER MENU 

FOR ALL THE FABULOUS LADIES 

35 

FABULOUS MARTINI MENU 

$ ^ PER MARTINI 

+ TO MAKE IT EVEN MORE FABULOUS 

BETWEEN 

2 for T MARTINI ^pni m 


Located at South Beach Center, Palm Beach 55 
For Reservations cal: 586 7070 


Suicidal New York man leaps, 
but saved by garbage pile 


NEW YORK CITY - A would- 
be suicide jumper in New York 
was alive after leaping from a 
ninth-floor window but landing 
in a giant heap of garbage un¬ 
collected since the city’s mas¬ 
sive snowstorm a week ago. 

Vangelis Kapatos, 26, was 
hospitalized this week in criti¬ 
cal but stable condition after 
jumping from his apartment on 
West 45th Street, authorities 


said. Sanitation workers have 
not collected trash since the 
December 26 storm dumped 
more than a foot and a half of 
snow on the city. Mounds of 
garbage several feet high line 
many sidewalks. 

’’Everybody is complaining 
that the trash hasn't been 
picked up," Kapatos' aunt said. 
"But me, I'm thankful that it 
was never picked up." 


A must see while on Arubal 


The “Fontein Caves” 




Around the world, tourists do 
a lot of site-seeing. That’s the 
way they learn about other cul¬ 
tures and their histories. Aruba 
offers a great sanctuary to lay 
in the sun and get a tan, but 
there is much more to this 
small island. 

One of the island’s treas¬ 
ures are the “Fontein” caves 
located in Aruba’s National 
Park, Parke Arikok. 

Aruba has a lot of caves, 
some are small others very big, 
some are under the sea others 
above the sea, in some of them 
Indian drawings were found 
while in others only a few fos¬ 
sils. Every cave has its own 
distinct uniqueness which sets 
it apart. The “Fontein” Cave 
(fountain cave) got this name 
because there is a spring water 
source in the cave. Years ago 
when there was no tap water 
the Aruban community got 
water out of the “Fontein” 
Cave. For safety they first 
boiled the water just to be sure 
the bacteria were killed. The 
area around the cave is very 
green because of the water as 
it is not only found inside the 
cave but also outside. It’s nice 
to walk in the surrounding area 
where one can see the fishes in 
the water, birds in the trees in 
complete serenity. The 
“Fontein” Cave was made by 
the power of the sea, a little bit 
strange when you see the sea 
300 meters away from the 
cave. But Aruba has changed 
and is still changing, just like 
the whole world does. 

The “Fontein” Cave is 
formed by coral, limestone and 
minerals. When visiting the 
cave you will think it is just 
formed by rocks, but once in¬ 
side one can see how special it 


is as it changes all the time. In 
the cave there are a lot of bats, 
the long nose and long tong bat. 

In the “Fontein” Cave In¬ 
dian drawings were found, 
only at the beginning of the 
cave, meaning they used the 
cave only for protection 
against the weather. The draw¬ 
ings are probably made with 
iron oxide (extracted from 
coral) and from juice of the 
Brazilian tree. The rangers of 
Arikok National Park are pro¬ 
tecting the drawings really 
good, because some of them 
have been completely dam¬ 


aged by the sea wind and hu¬ 
mans. The cave is in a nature 
area, full of Aruba’s flora and 
fauna. Sometimes the rangers 
catch snakes and they put them 
for a few days in a terrarium so 
tourists can see what lives on 
Aruba. You can visit the cave 
everyday from 9:30 a.m. till 
4:15 p.m. And for the real cave 
freak, together with a ranger 
you can walk up to 250 meters 
into the cave. 

“Fontein” Cave is one of 
Aruba natural wonders and is 
well worth a visit. Don’t forget 
your camera! 
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Aruba Bank gives away prizes 
with “Shop, Swipe & Win” 


Harold Semeleer won 5,000 by just swiping with his card 



Recently, Aruba Bank cele¬ 
brated the end of its campaign, 
‘Shop, Swipe and Win.” 
Everyone who used their debit 
or credit card during the cam¬ 
paign were eligible. 

During the final raffle held 
at Aruba Bank Camacuri thru 
an electronic system and in 
presence of a notary, 16 win¬ 
ners were picked. 

The lucky winners were: 
Rudolfo Arends, Yinnet 


Arache, Walter van der Biezen 
and Anny Salas, who won a 
Christmas basket; Julio Ro¬ 
driguez, Karen Pearson- 
Harms, Izaira Mansur and 
Brenda Every all won a super¬ 
market gift certificate; Hugo 
Osorio and Carlos Wemet won 
a Flora Market gift certificate, 
Germaine Geerman-Wever 
and Edwin Comenencia won a 
Blackberry, Carol Croes won 
an iPad, Julio van der Biezen 


won a laptop, Dennis Croes 
won a flatscreen t.v., and 
Harold Semeleer won the first 
prize: Afl 5.000. 

Afterwards Dande group 
Tipico Honkaponka enter¬ 
tained all those present with 
goodwill wishes for the year 
2011. 

Aruba Bank extends its 
gratitude to all its clients and 
wishes the Aruban community 
a prosperous 2011. 



Linda’s Pancakes and Pizza 
place, delicious meals for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 



Linda’s Pancake and Pizza 
place, located at Palm Beach 
6D, Noord (on the right side of 
Valero gas station) offers pa¬ 
trons the most delicious Dutch 
pancakes and pizza’s with a 
Dutch twist. 

Open from 8 a.m. to 10 
p.m., and only five minutes 
away from the high-rise re¬ 
sorts, Linda’s is the perfect 
eatery for the whole family. 

Seeing the popularity of 
this quaint small eatery ,THE 
MORNING NEWS decided it 
was time to find out just how 
good Linda’s really is, by 
sending out a team of taste 
testers. Olgita, joined by her 
two kids ordered a little of 
everything while the kids 
roamed around freely, enjoy¬ 
ing the afternoon. 

The meal started out with 
Linda’s original plain - to die 
for - Dutch pancakes, fol¬ 
lowed by pizza, where instead 
of using mozzarella Linda has 
created a unique twist to the 
traditional Italian dish by using 
Dutch Gouda cheese. Adding a 
local favorite which could not 
stay off the table they also 
sampled the delicious sate 
(chicken, pork or beef on a 
wooden skewer) with peanut 
sauce (Indonesian influence on 
local food). For the finish the 
team (adults only) had one cup 


of Linda’s delicious Espresso. 

The team had this to say: 
“Superb! There are no words 
to describe just how delicious 
the pancakes are and the pizza 
is just mmm... good. The 
sate... out of this world!” 

Besides the original plain 
pancake, Linda’s specialty is 
pancakes with walnuts, Brie 
and honey; pancakes with ba¬ 
nana and mango or a Dutch fa¬ 
vorite: pancake with apple and 
bacon. All their pizzas are 
made with Dutch Gouda 
cheese and different toppings 
making it richer in taste. 

If you want a specially pre¬ 
pared pancake or pizza, Linda 
is right there — just for you — 
in her kitchen. 

“For those who are allergic 
to gluten I have a special pan¬ 
cake mix, gluten free,” Linda 
stated to THE MORNING 
NEWS team. 

Linda’s Pancakes and Pizza 
also offers fried eggs and 
homemade soups. 

“We also serve American 
coffee,” Linda concluded. 

With a complete menu, 
filled with delicious pancakes, 
pizzas and more, Linda’s pan¬ 
cake and Pizza place is the per¬ 
fect casual restaurant for all in 
the family. 

For more information con¬ 
tact Linda’s at 586-3378. 
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ACROSS 

1. Sign 
5. Be 
8. Vipers 

12. Bird of peace 

13. Precious stone 

14. Jump 

15. Lyric poems 

16. Proof, in 
court 

18. Hires 

20. Anger 

21. Actor Danson 

22. Land 
24. Grief 


26. Santa_ 

29. King topper 

30. “A Man _ 

Woman”: 

2 wds. 

33. Famed 

silversmith 
35. Package 

37. Lacking 
courage 

38. Make weak 

39. Lamprey 

40. Clear profit 
42. Garden of 

gardens 


44. Droop 
46. Unit of corn 
48. Long 
stories 
52. Mimics 

55. Female horse 

56. Sup 

57. Single 

58. Dueling sword 

59. Brink 

60. Encountered 

61. Expensive 

DOWN 

1. Scent 

2. Method 

3. Not odd 

4. Cozy places 


5. Birthday 
number 

6. Abuse 

7. Arabian prince 

8. Malt drink 

9. Paragraph 
part 

J 0. Step 
11. Hurried 
17. Morning 
moisture 
19. Float aloft 
23. Sherbet 

25. Rower’s need 

26. Limb 

27. Born 

28. Retaliating 

31. Sandra_ 

32. Entirelj' 

34. Piece out 

35. Mat 

36. Monkeys 
38. Unruffled 
41. Social 

gathering 

43. Identified 

44. Lateral half 

45. Among 
47. Smallest 

particle 

49. Yawn 

50. Vicinity 

51. Prophet 

53. Popular shirt 

54. Regulate 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

January 1-8 


O’stad: “Botica di Serv. Maria N.V.” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998,587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

AI Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 

















































































































































































































Thursday,January 6, 2011 


THE MORNING NEWS 


11 


Th© RibS Factory \ li 

"ill E 


Pon’t leave the island 
without trying 
the best native &&Q! 


>S s 

lo £ 


Eat the best 
for less than 

$ 10 ,- 

at the end of the waiwstreet in 
Oranjestad 


£ o 

o K 

Z CO 
< CO 


o pi 


RIPS-CHICKEN 

STEAK-FISH 

CH0RIZ0 

Phone: 5824410 




X o L Pring t his Ad and 
■ (ISoda 

J with 

| meal 


Finance 


Renault suspends 
officials over 

'electric car secrets' 



PARIS (AFP) - French au¬ 
tomaker Renault, staking its 
future on electric cars, has sus¬ 
pended three senior managers 
in what a source said was a 
move linked to the suspected 
leaking of secrets on the new 
vehicles. 

Source told AFP the sus¬ 
pensions were linked to the al¬ 
leged leaking of company 
secrets. "It centres on the elec¬ 
tric vehicle," the source close 
to the car maker told AFP . 

Renault has staked its fu¬ 
ture on electric cars as au¬ 
tomakers face up to rising 
demand for more environmen¬ 
tally friendly modes of trans¬ 
port, aiming to mass produce 
them for the general market. 

The suspensions were the 
latest in a series of industrial 
espionage scandals to hit 
France’s huge and strategically 
important auto industry. 

Sources said that those sus¬ 
pended had all headed electric 
vehicles projects and one was 
a member of the company’s 
management committee, a 30- 
strong panel of top managers 


China vows to help Europe 
beat debt crisis 


headed by chief executive Car¬ 
los Ghosn. 

The suspension without pay 
of the staff is a first step to¬ 
wards possible disciplinary ac¬ 
tion. Renault plans to launch 
electric versions of its Fluence 
model priced at about 25,000 
euros (34,000 dollars) and its 
Kangoo Express for about 
20,000 euros in mid-2011, and 
its smaller Twizy and Zoe 
models in late 2011 and 2012. 

It forecasts that electric cars 
will make up 10 percent of the 
market by 2020. Along with its 
Japanese partner Nissan, it is 
investing 200 million euros a 
year in the programme. 

Nissan has already 
launched an all-electric car for 
the mass market, the Leaf, in 
Japan and the United States, 
where it sold out on pre-orders. 
The Leaf is set to be launched 
in select European markets in 
early 2011. 

Other major car makers are 
in on the act, preparing to 
launch electric cars. 

In an earlier scandal in 
2007, Renault brought charges 
for industrial espionage after a 
magazine published pictures 
and plans for two of new mod¬ 
els it was developing. 

Industrial espionage scan¬ 
dals have also struck French 
tyre maker Michelin and auto 
parts maker Valeo. 



MADRID,Spain (AFP) - 
Chinese Vice Premier Li Ke- 
qiang backed Europe in its 
sovereign debt battle this 
week, starting a three-nation 
tour by promising to buy more 
Spanish government bonds. 

Li, widely tipped to be the 
next premier, delivered a sig¬ 
nificant vote of confidence 
given China’s world record 
foreign reserves of 2.648 tril¬ 
lion dollars (2.0 trillion euros), 
much of it in euros. 

On his visit to Spain, Ger¬ 
many and Britain he is sup¬ 
porting Europe’s recovery 
efforts and seeking to soothe 
global market fears of a debt 
quagmire spreading from 
Greece and Ireland to Portugal 
and even Spain. 

In a meeting on Wednesday 
with Prime Minister Jose Luis 
Rodriguez Zapatero, he "ex¬ 
pressed China's confidence in 
the Spanish economy, as 
shown by the country's invest¬ 
ment in Spanish public debt," 
said a communique from the 
Spanish premier's office. 

Spain's central and regional 


governments and its banks 
need to raise about 290 billion 
euros in gross debt in 2011, in¬ 
cluding rolling over existing 
bonds that expire. 

That opens the risk of 
"funding stress" as rising rates 
make it increasingly expensive 
for the state to raise money, 
Moody's Investors Service 
warned last month. 

Any EU or international 
bailout for Spain would be far 
bigger than anything seen to 
date in Europe — its economy 
is twice that of Greece, Ireland 
and Portugal combined. 

China's help could be im¬ 
portant. 

While China's top leaders 
were not seeking to single- 
handedly resolve the debt cri¬ 
sis, the investment in Spanish 
debt made sense, said Ken 
Peng, a Beijing-based econo¬ 
mist for Citigroup. 

Spanish bonds were deliv¬ 
ering high yields and "might 
not be a bad investment," he 
added. 

Credit Suisse economist in 
Beijing, Tao Dong, said that 


Opel finalises change to stock corporation 


stabilising the economy in the 
EU — the top destination for 
China's exports — was in Be- 
jing's own economic interests. 

The rate demanded by in¬ 
vestors in return for buying 
Spanish debt eased signifi¬ 
cantly with 10-year bond 
yields down to 5.278 percent 
from 5.317 percent at week’s 
close. 

After their talks, the Chi¬ 
nese and Spanish leaders rati¬ 
fied a 7.1-billion-dollar 
(5.2-billion-euro) deal between 
Spanish energy giant Repsol 
and China's biggest oil group 
Sinopec, the Spanish industry 
ministry said. 

Under the deal, already 
cleared December 28 last year 
by Repsol shareholders, the 
Spanish group sold 40 percent 
of its Brazilian affiliate to 
Sinopec. 

Li and Zapatero also signed 
about 10 other private com¬ 
mercial contracts, including 
for the purchase of Spanish 
cured ham and olive oil, and a 
handful of state deals, the total 
value of the contracts signed 
was 7.5 billion dollars (5.7 bil¬ 
lion euros). 

The Spanish government 
has slashed spending and says 
it is on track to meet its prom¬ 
ise to lower the public deficit 
from 11.1 percent of annual 
output in 2009 to the European 
Union limit of 3.0 percent by 
2013. 

The economy, the EU's fifth 
biggest, slumped into reces¬ 
sion during the second half of 
2008 as the global financial 
meltdown compounded the 
collapse of the once-booming 
property market. 



Nick Reilly, CEO of German 
carmaker Opel 


FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AFP) - German carmaker 
Opel has finalised its transfor¬ 
mation into a stock corporation 
under German law following 
approval by a commercial 
court, the company said. 

Nick Reilly, chief executive 
of Opel and its British sister 
brand Vauxhall, described the 
move as "a further step in im¬ 
plementing our plan for the fu¬ 
ture, with which we will steer 
the company back into the 
black." 

The new statute "estab¬ 


lishes a level playing field vis- 
a-vis major automotive com¬ 
petitors and further elevates 
standards of corporate gover¬ 
nance and management ac¬ 
countability," he added in a 
statement. 

The company was officially 
registered as Adam Opel AG 
which Reilly said was the "ap¬ 
propriate legal form for a 
major industrial player the size 
of Opel with more than 40,000 
employees in Europe." 

US parent company Gen¬ 
eral Motors will own all of 


Opel's shares and will include 
its earnings in GM's overall re¬ 
sults. 

Opel is based in Rues- 
selsheim, western Germany, 
and the move was approved by 
a court in nearby Darmstadt. 

No changes to the car 
maker's management structure 
were planned, the statement 
said. 

Opel was on the brink of 
bankruptcy last year before it 
drafted a restructuring plan 
that included the elimination of 
8,000 jobs. 
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The Residences at Divi Village Golf 
& Beach Resort! 

Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



Divi Resorts is announcing 
its latest development on the 
island of Aruba - The Resi¬ 
dences at Divi Village Golf & 
Beach Resort! 

We’ve had great success 
increasing the timeshare of¬ 
fering on Aruba, however 
many of our visitors are now 
requesting a full ownership 
option rather than weekly ac¬ 
commodation. 

To meet this growing de¬ 
mand for a year round 
Caribbean resort lifestyle, we 
are now offering luxury full 
ownership condominiums, 
The Residences at Divi Vil¬ 
lage Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are nes¬ 
tled within the lush greens of 
the Links at Divi Aruba golf 
course, adjacent to the new 
Golf Villas, and share the 
many amenities of the resort 
that you know so well: 3 
sparkling pools, 3 restaurants, 
tennis courts, oceanfront fit¬ 
ness center, and more! 

Each Residence is avail¬ 
able fully furnished, with cool 
Caribbean colors compli¬ 
mented by rich dark woods. 
Kitchens are equipped with 
stylish stainless steel appli¬ 
ances, and modern conve¬ 


niences. As always, our pri¬ 
vate balconies take advantage 
of soothing breezes and island 
views. If you are interested in 
this exciting new develop¬ 
ment, we invite you to visit 
our condominium sales office 
at the 2nd floor of the Links 
at Divi Aruba clubhouse next 


to Windows on Aruba restau¬ 
rant. 

Contact us for an appoint¬ 
ment at+297 735 5252/735 
5300 or email us at 
sales@diviarubaresidences.c 
om . You may also visit us 
online at www.diviarubare- 
sidences.com. 



Popular Pizza Bob!s 
i s perfect for casual 
dining 



A popular hangout with Eagle Beach temporary residents 



Swedish sisters Sharia and 
Pizza Bob's 

Everyone has those nights 
when they want an easy, casual 
meal, and among denizens of 
the Eagle Beach area, their fa¬ 
vorite place for fun food and 
friendly surroundings is Pizza 
Bob’s, right next to the Bucuti 
Beach resort parking lot. 

Maitre D’ Alex adores wel¬ 
coming his abundant repeat 
clientele, being five minutes 
walk from most of Aruba’s 
timeshares has made the place 
a prime eatery among families 
with healthy appetites. Their 
pizza is modeled on the classic 
thin crust typical of Chicago’s 
Southside, and the secret recipe 
of a famous pizzeria since 
1957, which we dare not name 
as we might get whacked! 

While checking out the lo¬ 
cale, Alex introduced us to 
Sharia and Caroline from Swe¬ 
den, frequent visitors to Aruba 
who can’t imagine a vacation 
without several dinner stops at 
Pizza Bob’s. This was the ge¬ 
neral consensus of all the 
guests who we spoke with dur¬ 
ing our time there; all make it a 
multiple meal choice during 
their vacation. “I have one cou¬ 
ple from Germany who eat 
here every night of their vaca¬ 
tion,” confessed Alex, “they are 


Carolina are huge fans of 

like family to us!” 

Aside from the famous piz¬ 
zas, the menu features very 
tasty barbecue, a personal fa¬ 
vorite of Caroline, lasagna, 
Fresh Vegetable Linguini and 
huge salads that can be shared 
by two, plus a personal favorite 
for dessert, “Death by Choco¬ 
late.” They do sport an air-con¬ 
ditioned dining room, which is 
popular at lunch time to escape 
the tropical mid-day sun, but 
nighttime is the right time to 
enjoy their outdoor terrace and 
great music from noted island 
singer Tommy every Wednes¬ 
day and Saturday night, which 
converts the eatery into a con¬ 
genial hangout until closing 
time. 

If you love your pizza and 
island ambiance, Pizza Bob’s is 
the perfect place for a fun 
night. Open for lunch and din¬ 
ner every day from 11:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 pm., and they deliver 
to all the resorts in the Eagle 
Beach area. Call 588 9040 ext. 
790 for delivery or to pre-order. 
They also feature a daily happy 
hour from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
when you can enjoy a large size 
pizza for the price of a medium 
and drinks are 2-for-l; what a 
deal! 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Madrid's Prado suffers 
drop in visitor numbers 



tions, such as one by 
English master J.M.W. 
Turner. 

Some 2.732 million 
people visited the 
Prado in 2010, down 
from 2.764 million the 
previous year and the 
first decline since it 
opened a new ultra¬ 
modern wing in 

2007. 


MADRID, Spain (AFP) - 
Madrid’s prestigious Prado 
Museum said that visitor num¬ 
bers were down slightly last 
year despite some star exhibi- 


The management 
had expected such a 
drop, blaming it on the 
economic crisis. 

The Prado is cur¬ 
rently showing the first 
major retrospective in 
Spain of French painter 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, 
an exhibition that runs 
until February 6. 

From June 22 until 
September 19 last 
year, the museum 
staged an exhibition 
entitled "Turner and 
the Masters", which 
explored the links be¬ 
tween the 19th-century 
Joseph Mallord 
William Turner and 
his artistic forebears. 
Another of Madrid’s great 
museums, the Reina Sofia, saw 
a slight increase in visitors last 
year, drawing some 2.313 mil¬ 
lion, up 226,117 from 2009. 



It's in the genes, suggests Czech 
transsexual 'family' 



PRAGUE, Czech Republic 
(AFP)- Dominik was a 
woman, Andrea was a man, 
and now after switching their 
genders they are a couple 
watching the son Dominik 
gave birth to, turn into a 
woman. 

Fifteen years ago, Ilona 
Tomeckova, a woman living in 
eastern Czech Republic, left 
her husband and young son to 
move to Prague and become 
Dominik Sejda, a man, Czech 
Television said in a report on 
its website. 

After becoming a man, Do¬ 
minik found it hard to find a 
partner for years, but two years 
ago he met Andrea Kajzarova, 
another transsexual who, be¬ 
fore a sex change, was a man 
named Tomas Kajzar, a body¬ 
builder. 

"She had a man's genitals 
when we met, but she had a 
neutral name and looked rather 
like a woman," Dominik told 
Czech TV, adding he knew 
about three similar couples in 


the Czech Republic. 

"Dominik has such per¬ 
sonal charm that I told myself 
after about four months: yes, 
this is the guy I want to spend 
my life with," said the tall and 
still powerfully-built Andrea. 

After meeting Andrea, Do¬ 
minik decided to resume con¬ 
tacts with his former family, 
only to learn in awe that his 
son Radim was in the process 
of turning into a girl named 
Viktoria. 


"I found a sexologist in 
May, she sent me to different 
checks, including genetics. My 
diagnosis was always 'trans¬ 
sexual'," said Radim, whose 
biological mother Dominik 
now insists on calling her son 
"Viki." 

"We saw each other in May 
when we celebrated our birth¬ 
days together. The guys there 
made quite a few passes at her, 
so she looks good," Dominik 
said. 


Vladimir Putin may give name 
to Kyrgyz mountain 



BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan (AFP) 
- Already known for his flinty 
gaze and rock-hard muscles, 
the Russian prime minister 
could find himself immor- 


VIFNIUS.Fithuania (AFP) - 
Fithuania is pioneering a new 
type of national symbol to con¬ 
vey the character of the ex-So¬ 
viet Baltic state in a fragrant 
way with a bottle of perfume. 

Fithuania's foreign ministry 
has already sent bottles of the 
new fragrance to all ambassa¬ 
dors accredited to Vilnius. 

The project with olfactory 
appeal is "a good example of 
how to communicate Fithuania 
to the public in an innovative 
way," according to a foreign 
ministry statement. 

"We wanted to create some¬ 
thing special, representing 
Fithuania and the Lithuanian 


talised as the name of a moun¬ 
tain peak in Kyrgyzstan. 

The government of the 
Central Asian state has put for¬ 
ward a bill proposing that an 
as-yet unnamed peak in the 
Tian Shan mountain range be 
called the Peak of Vladimir 
Putin, a government spokes¬ 
man told AFP on Tuesday. 

At 4,446 meters (14,586 
feet), the peak towers over its 
diminutive inspiration. 

Prime Minister Almazbek 
Atambayev has signed the bill 
which must then be approved 
by the parliament. 

Putin himself has spoken 
against a cult of personality, al- 


character," Mindaugas 

Stongvilas, an expert in emo¬ 
tional communication behind 
the project told the Fithuanian 
daily Vilniaus diena. 

The perfume "Fithuania" is 
a blend of sandalwood, cedar 
and musk intended to connote 
the Indo-European origins of 
the Fithuanian language as 
well as Fithuanian strength of 
character, its designer says. 

"For Fithuanians to identify 
themselves with this perfume, 
we've added the smell of wood 
fires that can be associated 
with pagan rituals, as well as 
moss and wildflowers," 
Stongvilas said. 


though his portrait along with 
President Dmitry Medvedev 
hangs above the desks of many 
Russian officials. 

Kyrgyzstan already has a 
mountain named after the first 
Russian president Boris 
Yeltsin, and analysts said the 
current leadership wanted to 
emphasize its closeness to 
Russia. 

The Central Asian state was 
wracked by unrest in 2010 
which saw the ousting of the 
former president and ethnic ri¬ 
oting that left hundreds dead. 
The country recently elected a 
new coalition government led 
by Atambayev. 


The creation of the perfume 
has been entrusted to France's 
Galimard perfume from 
Grasse on the Riviera which 
has been in business since 
1747. The first thousand bot¬ 
tles were produced for more 
than a 100,000 litas (28,900 
euros, 38,792 dollars). 

Fithuanian soldiers de¬ 
ployed in Afghanistan have 
also received samples. Soon it 
will be the turn of Fithuanian 
embassies, hotels and airports. 

Scented "Feeling Fithua¬ 
nia" candles are also to go on 
sale next month while an entire 
line of products is being de¬ 
signed. 


Lithuania launches national perfume 
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Alomar, Blyleven elected to 
Hall of Fame 


NEW YORK (AFP) - 
Roberto Alomar, a 10-time 
Gold Glove winner for his 
fielding, and pitcher Bert 
Blyleven, fifth on the all-time 
Major League Baseball 
strikeout list, were elected 
Wednesday to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame. 

Each narrowly missed 
being voted into the honor 
shrine last year but made the 
75 percent support rate 
needed in this year's vote by 
the Baseball Writers' Associ¬ 
ation of America. 

Induction ceremonies for 
the duo and former club ex¬ 
ecutive Pat Gillick, chosen 
last month by a veterans 
committee, will be July 24 at 
the honor shrine in Cooper- 
stown, New York. 

Alomar, a Puerto Rican 
second baseman who was a 
career .300 hitter and a 12- 
time All-Star infielder, 
missed by eight votes in 2010 
but was named on 90 percent 
of ballots this time, getting 
the nod on 523 of 581 ballots 
cast. 

Alomar, 42, played 17 sea¬ 
sons for San Diego, Balti¬ 
more, Toronto, Cleveland, 
Arizona, the New York Mets 
and Chicago White Sox be¬ 


fore retiring in 2004. 

Gillick pulled off a trade 
with San Diego in 1990 to 
bring Alomar and Joe Carter 
to Toronto, where they 
helped the Blue Jays win the 
1992 and 1993 World Series. 

Alomar is the former 
boyfriend of retired French 
tennis star Mary Pierce. 

Curveball ace Blyleven, a 
Dutch-bom 59-year-old, was 
listed on 79.7 percent of bal¬ 
lots in his 14th time on the 
ballot, one shy of the maxi¬ 
mum. He missed out by five 
votes in 2010 but his 463 
votes this time were 27 more 
than needed. 

"It has been 14 years of 
praying and waiting," 
Blyleven said. "I would like 
to thank the Baseball Writers 
of America for, I’d like to say, 
finally getting it right." 

Blyleven won 287 career 
victories with 3,701 strikeouts 
and pitched 60 shutouts while 
also capturing a pair a World 
Series titles in a 22-year ca¬ 
reer. Blyleven is the first 
purely starting pitcher elected 
since Nolan Ryan in 1999. 

Blyleven pitched for Min¬ 
nesota, Texas, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland and the California 
Angels. He helped Pittsburgh 


win the 1979 World Series 
and pitched for Minnesota's 
1987 World Series winners. 

Two sluggers whose ca¬ 
reers were marred by doping, 
Mark McGwire and first-time 
candidate Rafael Palmeiro, 
were well off the vote totals 
needed to book a place in 
Cooperstown. 

McGwire received 115 
votes, named on only 19.8 
percent of ballots in his fourth 
season on the ballot but the 
first since he admitted taking 
steroids and human growth 
hormone to help produce 
record-setting home mn totals. 

Palmeiro, whose 64 votes 
represented only 11 percent 
of ballots, is one of only four 
players in history with 500 
homers and 3,000 hits. 

But a failed drug test in 
2005 led to a suspension for 
Palmeiro only months after 
he wagged his finger at US 
lawmakers at a Congres¬ 
sional hearing on doping in 
baseball and said, "I have 
never used steroids. Period." 

"The writers are saying 
this was the steroids era, like 
they have kind of done for 
Mark McGwire," Blyleven 
said. "They have made their 
point. It doesn't surprise me." 


Bengals agree to contract extension 
with Lewis as coach 


CINCINNATI, Ohio (AFP) - 
Marvin Lewis will remain as 
coach of the National Foot¬ 
ball League’s Cincinnati Ben¬ 
gals after signing a contract 
extension, the team an¬ 
nounced on its website Tues¬ 
day. 

Lewis, whose team went 
4-12 this past season, spent 
the past two days in talks 
with owner Mike Brown 
working out a deal that will 
give him more influence in 
personnel and staff decisions. 

The Bengals have man¬ 
aged only two winning cam¬ 
paigns in the past two 
decades, both achieved in the 
eight seasons Lewis has been 
guiding the team, a span in 
which the Bengals have gone 


60-69 with one drawn. 

Cincinnati has not won a 
playoff game since 1990 and 
the Bengals have not reached 
the Super Bowl since 1989, 
when the lost to San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Lewis was a favorite in the 
locker room, with defensive 
back Chris Crocker saying 
Lewis returning gave the club 
the best chance of making a 
quick run at becoming an 
NFL contender. 

"That gives us the best op¬ 
portunity to stay together and 
finish what we started be¬ 
cause everyone knows we 
have talent in this locker 
room," Carter said. "We just 
need to do what we didn't do 
this year and finish games 


next year." 

The Bengals lost seven 
games by a touchdown or 
less and five defeats came at 
the hands of teams that qual¬ 
ified for the playoffs. 

World record cap 
holder Lilly 
retires 

CHICAGO (AFP) - Ameri- 
can midfielder Kristine Lilly, 
who set a global football 
record for men or women 
with 352 international ap¬ 
pearances, announced her re¬ 
tirement on Wednesday at 
age 39 after a 24-year career. 

Lilly finished with 130 
goals in international 
matches, second only to for¬ 
mer teammate Mia Hamm in 
world and US history, and 
was also second with assists, 
setting up 105 goals. 

"It has been great. There 
are no regrets," Lilly said. 
"The opportunities I've had to 
play with so many great play¬ 
ers and be a part of so many 
great moments has been 
amazing." 

The only player to see ac¬ 
tion in five Women's World 
Cups, Lilly also took part in 
the Olympics three times. 



For all your Car Wash needs Pickup servjce avajlable 
Specialized in Interior Deep Cleaning on request 


Palm Beach Plaza (Parking lot) - From: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Call today: 561-0389 


FOR RENT 


Beautiful house in Tanki 
Leendert 

Fully furnished with A/C 
1 Bedr., with patio, 1 Bathr., Living and 
Dining room, Kitchen 
Close to Down Town and Hotel area 


Afl. 1.300,- p/m 


(excl: electricity) 

_ call: 5606800 - 7403696 _ 

April date set for Chisora’s 
Klitschko showdown 


LONDON (AFP) - British 
and Commonwealth cham¬ 
pion Dereck Chisora will 
face world heavyweight 
champion Wladimir Kl¬ 
itschko on April 30 after last 
month's bout was called off. 

Klitschko, the IBF, WBO 
and Ring magazine cham¬ 
pion, had been due to defend 
his belts against Chisora on 
December 11 in Germany 
until a stomach injury forced 
him to pull out. 

But it was confirmed on 
Wednesday that the bout is 
back on and they will meet in 
Germany in late April. 

WBA champion David 
Haye had been in negotiations 
with Klitschko over a unifica¬ 
tion bout and a meeting in April 
or May was on the agenda, but 
Wednesday's announcement 
will delay that fight. 


"This news is a fantastic 
late Christmas present," 
Chisora said. "I always be¬ 
lieved that I would fight Kl¬ 
itschko and my faith has been 
repaid. 

"I was a bit worried that he 
might try and fight an easier 
touch, but I think I've earned 
my opportunity. 

"I was gutted when 
Wladimir pulled out of our 
fight just a couple of days be¬ 
forehand. But now I've got 
another chance to take his ti¬ 
tles away. 

"He's a great world cham¬ 
pion, but his time at the top is 
well and truly up. 

"My promoter Frank War¬ 
ren has done a great job in 
getting me this opportunity 
because there was no guaran¬ 
tee Wladimir would fight me 
again after he got injured." 


Ronaldinho slams AC 
Milan for slowing Brazil 



RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
AC Milan's Brazilian striker 
Ronaldinho on Wednesday 
slammed his Serie A club for 
dragging their heels on his 
planned transfer to Gremio, 
accusing them of making un¬ 
reasonable financial de¬ 
mands. 

The 30-year-old two-time 
world player of the year in¬ 
sisted that if it was up to him 


he would already be playing 
for his former club in the 
Brazilian league. 

"I'm not up for auction. If 
it was up to me I’d already be 
wearing the Gremio jersey 
even if it means earning less," 
Ronaldinho told the Globoe- 
sporte website. 

"The problem isn’t the 
offer that has been made for 
me but Milan's demands." 

Italian daily Gazzetta 
dello Sport reported Tuesday 
that the Brazilian had already 
signed for Gremio where he 
started his career in 1998. 

The sports newspaper 
claimed Ronaldinho's brother 
and agent Roberto de Assis 
had reached an agreement 
with Gremio, and a meeting 
was planned Wednesday. 

Premier League club 
Blackburn were also reported 
to be making a multi-million 
euro bid to bring the former 
Barcelona and Paris St Ger¬ 
main forward to England. 
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GARAGE •• 

Sports Bar and Grill ^ ^11 of yOUf 
ARUBA SportiV«S 

Open Monday ■ Friday 3:00 p.w./$aturday@12 - Sunday 10:30 a.m. 


NFL tail-gate BBQ. every Sunday Starting 1 0:50 am. 


Roddick steamrolls into Brisbane 
quarters 



Crosby tops fan-elected 
NHL All-Star choices 


BRISBANE (AFP) - Second 
seeded American Andy Rod¬ 
dick steamrolled his way into 
the quarter-finals of the Bris¬ 
bane International when he 
overpowered Ukraine's 
Alexandr Dolgopolov in 
straight sets on Wednesday. 

Roddick recovered from 
an early break to clinch a 
close first set before running 
away with the second to win 
6-4, 6-1. 

The American won the 
tournament as top seed in 
2010 and showed enough 
against Dolgopolov to sug¬ 
gest he was still the man to 
beat this year. 

Roddick used his booming 
serve to brilliant effect but he 
was also able to match his 
opponent in the rallies, often 
pinning Dolgopolov deep in 
the court and forcing a host of 
errors, particularly towards 
the end of the first set and 
throughout the second. 

The defending champion 
served 15 aces to Dolgo- 
polov's seven and won 87 per 
cent of points on his first 
serve, underlining his domi¬ 
nance. 

But he had to work hard to 
subdue some early brilliance 
from the Ukranian. 

"I knew that he was ag¬ 
gressive to the point of psy¬ 
chosis at times," Roddick 
said. 


"In the first six games I 
didn't really do much wrong, 
but if you're on court and 
someone decides they are 
going to hit a winner what¬ 
ever ball they get on the very 
first shot, there's not much 
you can do. 

Roddick now takes on 
fifth seed Marcos Baghdatis 
after the Cypriot disposed of 
Poland's Lukasz Kubot 6-2, 
6 - 2 . 

Meanwhile, two more 
seeds fell in the second 
round. 

Radek Stepanek continued 
his love affair with the Pat 
Rafter Arena when he 
downed fourth seeded Amer¬ 
ican Mardy Fish, the Czech 
winning 6-3, 6-1. 

Stepanek, who won the 
title in 2009 and was runner 
up to Roddick last year, now 
goes on to play seventh 
seeded German Florian 
Mayer in the quarter-finals. 

Earlier South Africa's tow¬ 
ering Kevin Anderson blasted 
15 aces on his way to a 6-3, 
6-1 upset of sixth seeded 
Spaniard Feliciano Fopez. 

The 203-centimetre tall 
Anderson has now fired 
down 33 aces over two 
rounds. 

In other matches, Ger¬ 
many's Benjamin Becker, 
who on Tuesday beat third 
seed Fernando Verdasco, was 


brought back to earth by San¬ 
tiago Giraldo, the Colombian 
winning 6-3, 6-4. 

Mayer beat Fithuanian 
qualifier Richard Berankis 6- 
4, 4-6, 6-4. 

Angry star pays 
price for Twitter 
rant 

LONDON (AFP) - Marvin 
Morgan, a striker with Eng¬ 
lish League Two side Aider- 
shot, has been placed on the 
transfer list after claiming he 
wants his club's fans to die. 

Morgan launched his as¬ 
tonishing rant after being 
booed by Aldershot support¬ 
ers when he was substituted 
following a lacklustre display 
in Monday's 2-1 defeat 
against Hereford. 

The 27-year-old, who has 
spent his career mostly play¬ 
ing at non-league level, used 
his account on the micro¬ 
blogging website Twitter to 
hit back at the fans and 
clearly let his emotions get 
the better of him. 

"Dike to thank the fans 
who booed me off the pitch. 
Where's that going to get you! 
I hope you all die," he wrote. 

Aldershot were furious 
with Morgan's outburst and 
punished him with an imme¬ 
diate suspension, a fine of 
two weeks' wages and put 
him on the transfer list. 



NEW YORK (AFP) - Pitts¬ 
burgh's Sidney Crosby, the 
National Hockey Feague's 
leading scorer, won fan bal¬ 
loting announced Tuesday 
that decided the first six play¬ 
ers in the NHF All-Star Game 
on January 30. 

Crosby, who has scored 32 
goals in 40 games this sea¬ 
son, was among four Pen¬ 
guins players named to the 
All-Star lineup, joined by 
teammates Evgeni Malkin, 
Kris Fetang and goaltender 
Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Jonathan Toews and Dun¬ 
can Keith of the reigning 
Stanley Cup champion 
Chicago Blackhawks were 
the other players chosen in 
balloting that ended Monday 
night. 

The other 36 All-Stars will 


be revealed next Tuesday. 
The talent pool will then 
nominate captains and alter¬ 
nates that will select sides for 
the annual exhibition match, 
to be played at Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

This is the first time the 
unique "choose sides" format 
has been used and it could 
produce another showdown 
between the NHF's two su¬ 
perstar players, Canadian 
Crosby and Russian play- 
maker Alex Ovechkin of the 
Washington Capitals. 

Ovechkin's Capitals de¬ 
feated the Penguins 3-1 on 
New Year's Day in the NHF's 
Winter Classic outdoor game 
before nearly 70,000 specta¬ 
tors in an American football 
stadium in Pittsburgh. 

The game drew the largest 
NHF regular-season US tele¬ 
vision viewership in 35 years 
and the chance for an All-Star 
version of the "Sid versus 
Ovie" matchup might be too 
much for players to pass up. 

Crosby received 635,509 
votes with Toews second 
among forwards with 
407,676 and Malkin third on 
376,887. Fleury led goalies 
with 426,305 while write-in 
candidate Fetang paced de¬ 
fensemen at 477,960 with 
Keith next at 382,162. 

Crosby scored the winning 
goal in over-time for Canada 
at last year's Vancouver Win¬ 
ter Olympics final to give the 
hosts the gold medal over the 
United States. 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 
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RESTAU! 


ba Trattoria el Faro Blanco Restaaran t 








Please present this ad for a 10% Discount 
Offers are individual and 
uniquely prepared for you 

For Reservation: 586-0786 or 87 
E-mail: faroblanco@setarnet.aw 


Exquisite Italian cuisine. | 

Amazing vievs over Aruba from our Terraces. Garden or Into tables. 

Unique for All Celebrations. Open Every day at 8.30 AM. 1 

7 Daily 3 course Special for $48 (one drink included). 

Daily Aruba by Night Special after 8 PM. 

(Free Salad Soup or a gjass of wine with the order of your Main course! 

Daily Live Mu^(T30PM- 9.30 PM) - Daity Happy Hour at our Open atr Bar ©PM -7 PM) 


Too many games in football, Blatter says 


Nadal, Federer struggle 
into Qatar Open quarters 



Federer’s survival against 
Chiudinelli followed a knife- 
edge recovery in saving three 
successive set points in his 
opening encounter against 
Thomas Schoorel, the Dutch 
qualifier, before progressing 
similarly in two tight sets. 

’’Playing such a good 
friend is so rare for me,” Fed¬ 
erer said. ’’And seeing him 
maybe having an injury as 
well, and feeling bad for him, 
and hopeful that he’s not 
going to have another injury, 
was really difficult. 

Federer will next face Vik¬ 
tor Troicki, a member of the 
Serbian team which won the 
Davis Cup in Belgrade last 
month and who reached the last 
eight with a 6-3, 6-1 win over 
Teimuraz Gabashvili of Russia. 

Nadal’s next opponent is 


Ernests Gulbis, the danger¬ 
ously talented Latvian who 
overwhelmed Antonio Veic, a 
Croatian qualifier, by 6-3, 6- 
1, and who will probably 
enjoy recalling memories of 
troubling Federer in a three- 
set quarter-final battle here 
last year. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, the 
eighth-seeded German, was 
beaten 7-6 (7/5), 6-7 (2/7), 7- 
6 (7/4) by Ivo Karlovic, the 
six-foot ten-inch Croatian 
whose serve descends from 
steeper angles than any 
player on the tour. 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga con¬ 
tinued his comeback from a 
knee injury by reaching the 
quarter-finals with a 6-2, 6-4 
win over Sergei Bubka, the 
son of Olympic gold medal 
pole vaulter Sergey Bubka. 


PARIS (AFP) - FIFA chief 
Sepp Blatter wants smaller 
domestic leagues and fewer 
games to boost international 
level football. 

In an interview on the 
FIFA website, Blatter said 
that the increasingly-charged 
calendar for world football 
was a major issue of concern 
for him. 

”In my view, and this is 
something on which (UEFA 
chief) Michel Platini agrees, 
domestic championships are 
too long because there are too 
many teams and too many 
matches,” he said. 

’’Teams in leagues with 20 
clubs play 38 games, on top 
of which they also have na¬ 
tional cup competitions and 
league cups, etc. 

’’This also creates a con¬ 
flict of interest between na¬ 
tional teams and clubs, some 
of whom complain that their 
players come back tired or in¬ 
jured. That’s not the fault of 
the international calendar, 
however, and it’s a subject 
that ought to be discussed.” 

The question of domestic 
league schedules has come 
under the spotlight following 
the recent shock awarding of 
the 2022 World Cup to Qatar 
where summer temperatures 
can soar well over 40 de¬ 
grees. 

Out of concern for players 
and fans alike, there have 
subsequently been calls for 
the tournament to be played 


during the winter which 
would inevitably clash with 
the domestic league fixtures. 

Blatter also spoke about 
what role would be played by 
the Task Force Football 2014 


he set up to look into various 
aspects of the game. 

’’Its objective is to assess 
tournaments and the way in 
which the game is organ¬ 
ised. 




EJCCELSIOR 

yr ^ CASINO 


A • R • U • B • A 


LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 






















